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SUB J : DECEMBER 12 EC ARTICLE 113 COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 
OF THE GATT TRADE NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE 

1. SUMMARY. THE DECEMBER 12 MEETING OF THE ARTICLE 113 
COMMITTEE WAS UNABLE TO REACH AGREEMENT ON AN EC 
POSITION TO RESOLVE THE IMPASSE ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE 
GATT TRADE NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE. EIGHT MEMBER STATES 
WERE IN GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH A COMMISSION PROPOSAL 
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INVOLVING A UNILATERAL STATEMENT IN THE TNC BY THE EC 
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ABOUT THE COMPETENCE OF THE 3(E) SUBGROUP (ON AGRICULTURE) 

AND A MULTILATERALLY AGREED ASSIGNMENT OF ANALYTICAL TASKS TO 
TNC SUBGROUPS FOR THE PREPARATORY PERIOD. FRANCE (COLLIN) HAD NO 
FORMAL POSITION, BUT WAS GENERALLY NEGATIVE ABOUT THE COMMISSION'S 
APPROACH. THE SUBJECT IS SCHEDULED FOR FURTHER ARTICLE 
113 COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ON DECEMBER 21. END SUMMARY. 

2. WE HAVE RECEIVED ACCOUNTS OF THE DECEMBER 12 
ARTICLE 1 1 3 COMMITTEE MEETING FROM A NUMBER OF EC 
COMMISSION AND PERM DEL SOURCES. THE COMMISSION HAD 
PROPOSED IN THE MEETING THAT THE EC MAKE A STATEMENT ON 
AGRICULTURE IN THE TNC. INDICATING INTER ALIA THAT 
AGRICULTURAL MATTERS BE CONSIDERED PRIMARILY IN ONE 
TNC SUBGROUP. (THE ASSUMPTION WAS THAT SUCH A STATEMENT 
WOULD NOT BE CONTRADICTED BY OTHER COUNTRIES.) IN ADDITION, 

THE COMMISSION PROPOSED THAT THE EC SUPPORT AN ASSIGNMENT 
OF PRELIMINARY ANALYTICAL ACTIVITIES TO VARIOUS TEMPORARY 
SUB-COMMITTEES KEYED TO THE TOPICS IN PARAGRAPH THREE 

OF THE TOKYO DECLARATION. 

3. ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM OUR SOURCES, EIGHT OF THE 
MEMBER STATES WERE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE FOREGOING 
APPROACH ALTHOUGH SOME SUGGESTED "RELATIVELY MINOR” 

CHANGES IN THE TEXTS SUBMITTED BY THE COMMISSION. 

THE FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE, COLLIN, PLEADED THAT HE 
HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS, BUT INDICATED THAT FRANCE WAS 
VERY DUBIOUS THAT SUCH AN APPROACH WOULD BE USEFUL. 

HE ARGUED THAT THE COMMUNITY SHOULD GET FULL SATISFACTION 
ON THE PRINCIPLE OF THE HANDLING OF AGRICULTURE BEFORE 
AGREEMENT TO FURTHER WORK IN THE TNC. (THE FRENCH THESIS 
IS THAT ALL AGRICULTURAL MATTERS BE CONSIDERED IN ONE 
GROUP AND ONE GROUP ONLY.) COLLIN WAS UNABLE, HOWEVER, 

TO MAKE ANY SPECIFIC PROPOSALS OR DRAFTING AMENDMENTS 
DURING THE MEETING. 

4. OUR INFORMANTS STATED THAT SOME OF THE OTHER MEMBER 
STATES GOT "TESTY” WITH THE FRENCH, ARGUING THAT THEIR 
INTRANSIGENCE WAS BLOCKING AGREEMENT IN GATT ON MUCH NEEDED 
WORK PROGRAMS AND CAUSING ARGUMENTS OVER FINE POINTS 

AND NUANCES, RATHER THAN KEEPING GATT'S ATTENTION ON 
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MAIN ISSUES. 

5. THE ARTICLE 1 13 COMMITTEE ASKED HT.T7.EN TO CONTINUE 
HIS DISCUSSIONS WITH US REP (BRUNGART) AND WITH GATT 
DIRECTOR GENERAL LONG IN AN EFFORT TO FIND THE BASIS 

FOR FURTHER COMPROMISE. THE COMMITTEE SCHEDULED ANOTHER 
MEETING ON DECEMBER 21 TO SEE IF FURTHER PROGRESS COULD 
BE MADE. 
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6. SEVERAL OF OUR SOURCES STATE THAT THERE IS DIVISION 
IN THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT ON THIS SUBJECT. SOAMES' 

CHEF DE CABINET, HANNAY, TOLD US IN CONFIDENCE THAT 
SOAMES WILL BE SPEAKING WITH BERNARD IN PARIS ON 
DECEMBER 15 IN AN EFFORT TO BRING THE FRENCH AROUND. 

7. OUR SOURCES DIFFER IN THEIR ASSESSMENT OF THE POS- 
SIBILITY OF REACHING A CLEAR COMMUNITY POSITION 

IN THE DECEMBER 21 MEETING OF THE ARTICLE 1 13 COMMITTEE. 

IN A CONVERSATION WITH BRUNGART HIJZEN STATED THAT HE 
WAS RELATIVELY OPTIMISTIC THAT, WITH A FEW CHANGES IN 
THE WORDS OF THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY UNILATERAL STATEMENT, 
THE ISSUE COULD BE SETTLED NEXT WEEK. WELLENSTEIN AND 
HANNAY OF THE COMMISSION AND A MEMBER OF THE BRITISH 
DELEGATION WERE MUCH LESS OPTIMISTIC THOUGH THEY HELD 
OUT SOME HOPE. ALL EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR EFFORTS 
BEING MADE BY THE US GOVERNMENT TO REACH A MUTUALLY - 
ACCEPTABLE AGREEMENT. HANNAY FELT THAT AMERICAN OB- 
JECTIONS APART, IT WOULD BE QUITE A MISTAKE FOR THE 
COMMUNITY TO CONCEDE TO THE FRENCH ON THIS ISSUE. 
GREF.NWALD 
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